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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  (PART  TIME). 

Francib  H.  P.  Willis,  Appointed  1st  April,  1923. 
L.M.S.S.A.  Teleph  one.  No.  47  Marlow. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Rowland  H.  Herring, 

A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Walter  A.  E.  Tanner, 
A.R.S.I. 


Walter  A.  E.  Tanner, 

A.R.S.I. 

John  P.  Perry, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  & Building  Surveyor 
No.  1 District  (Wycombe).  Appointed  1901. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor, 
No.  2 District  (Princes  Risborough)  . 
Appointed  1927. 

Water  Engineer. 


and  Certificated  Food  Inspector.  Assistant 


Cer.R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A.  Sanitary  Inspector.  Appointed  1931. 


*Noel  Morgan, 

A.R.S.I. 

^Dennis  J.  Sullivan, 
M.S.I.A. 

^Stanley  A.  Latimer. 


Assistant  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 
Appointed  1935. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  Appointed  1936. 


Draughtsman  6c  Certificated  R.S.I.  Inspector. 
Appointed  1938. 


CLERK. 
Miss.  A.  Hole. 


OFFICES  AND  COUNCIL  CHAMBER  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL:— 

I 7,  High  Street,  HIGH  WYCOMBE. 

Telephone  No.:  High  Wycombe  1030. 


(*  Serving  with  H.M.  Forces.) 
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Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  years,  1939,  1940,  19 41,  1942,  1943, 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Reports  on  the  Public  Health  Services 
of  the  Council  for  the  years  1939  to  1943. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  various  war  time  difficulties,  depletion  of 
staff  and  increased  duties  which  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Health 
Department  have  had  to  carry  out,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  compile 
my  reports  as  in  pre-war  years;  therefore,  1 present  brief  and  somewhat 
incomplete  reports  relative  to  the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  covering 

(War)  Years,  1939,  1940,  1941,  1942  and  1943. 

The  report  has  been  compiled,  as  far  as  possible,  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circulars,  relative  to  the  contents  and 
arrangements  of  Medical  Officer's  of  Health  Reports. 

For  security  reasons,  figures  relating  to  population  (s)  are,  by 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  not  to  be  divulged  or  commented 
upon. 


I am  specially  indebted  to  the  senior  officers  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  theirvalued  services,  not  only  in  respect  of  matters  appertaining 
to  their  ordinary  duties,  but  also  to  the  increase  of  work  necessitated  by 
war-conditions. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  P.  WILLS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

The  Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

corrected  for  age 

and  sex 

distribution  of  the 

estimated 

population  

— 

9.3 

10.9 

9.3 

10.6 

10.5 

England  and 

Wales - 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

Bucks  County 

— 

10.5 

11.5 

10.3 

10.5 

10.5 

Number  of  women  dying  in 
consequence  of  child  birth. 

Deaths : — 

(a)  From  Puerperal  sepsis  = 

1 

(b)  From  other  causes  — 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
1939 

. — Deaths  of 
1940 

infants  under  the 
1941  1942 

age 

of  one 
1943 

year. 

Total 

Legitimate  20 

M.  F. 
14  6 

11 

M.  F. 

8 3 

19 

M.  F. 
12  7 

16 

M.  F 
10  6 

21 

M.  F. 
9 12 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

2 

1 1 

2 

— 2 

Total...  20 

11 

20 

18 

23 

England  & Wales 


A mortality 

rate  for  year 

1939 

of 

43.0,  as  compared  with 

50.0 

11 

11 

1940 

,, 

23.7 

55.0 

11 

11 

1941 

If 

36.5 

59.0 

„ 

11 

1942 

11 

31.97 

49.0 

11 

11 

1943 

11 

40.3  ,,  „ 

49.0 

Phthisis  death  rate 
per  1,000,  for  year 


II  >» 

11  11 

*»  11 


1939, 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 


of  0.3, 

as  compared  with  Bucks 

County, 

0.3 

„ 0.3 

11  11 

1 1 

0.3 

„ 0.4 

>1  ll 

11 

0.4 

„ 0.2 

1 1 11 

11 

0.3 

„ 0.5 

H II 

11 

0.4 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  (All  Causes) 

Year  1939  Year  1940  Year  1941  Year  1942  Year  1943 
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Table  1.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  YEARS  1939/1943. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

*NOTE.  YEAR  1940.  Forty  five  of  the  diphtheria  patients  notified 

were  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
Seventeen  were  evacuees  from  a Hostel  in  the 
Parish  of  Stokenchurch 
The  Parishes  chiefly  affected: — 

Stokenchurch  (28),  Fingest  (10),  C. 

Wycombe  (Rural)  (9),  Marlow  G.  (7), 

Wooburn  ( 7)  . 

• . .t  1941.  Twenty  were  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen. 

Ten  cases  were  reported  from  the  Parishes  of 
C.  Wyc  ombe  (Rural),  the  remainder  were 
scattered  over  the  district. 

• • ,,  1943.  Ninete  en  cases  were  notified  from  two  Hostels 

situated  in  the  Parishes  of  Hambleden  (II),  and 
C.  Wycombe  (Rural),  (8). 

The  Hambled  en  cases  were  probably  dsue  to 
contacts  with  a carrier  from  an  area  outside 
your  district.  Regarding  patients  notified  from 
the  Hostel  in  the  Parish  of  C.  Wycombe  (Rural), 
Colonel  C.  Maddock,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
made  investigations  and  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  disease  was  caused  through  contacts  within 
the  Hostel. 

In  all  instances  where  carriers  were  suspected,  extensive  swabbing 
was  carried  out,  and  patients  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  for 
treatment. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

A soheme  for  the  Immunisation  of  Children  from  3 to  1 5 years  of 
age  was  initiated  by  the  Council  in  December,  I 940,  but  owing  to  various 
difficulties  it  was  impracticable  to  commence  treatment  until  December, 

1941. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff, 
the  able  assistance  rendered  by  the  School  Head  Teachers  and  your 
Senior  Inspector,  Mr.  Herring,  9 7.2  of  the  estimated  child  population 
between  5 and  15  years  of  age  were  immunised  at  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1943. 

The  percentage  would  have  been  higher  ihad  children  attended  for 
the  complete  course  of  immunisation. 


IMMUNISATION. 
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Table  2.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough). 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TABLE  3.  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY.  YEARS  1939  to  1943. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and 
of  deaths  from  the  disease: — 


NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

YEAR.  Pulmonary.  Other  Forms.  Pulmonary  Other  Forms 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

1939  4 — — 1 6 3 1 1 

1940  5 2 22  66  2 — 

1941  5 4 — 3 10  5 1 1 

1942  6 12  5 2 4 4 — 1 

1943  10  6 3 3 8 10  1 2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  notifications  during  the  period  1939  to  1943  were  received  in 
respect  of  tuberculosis  employees,  and  no  action  was  taken  in  connection 
with  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


SCABIES. 

With  a view  of  strengthening  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  in 
combating  scabies,  the  Minister  of  Health  invoked  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Defence  Regulations  and  brought  in  the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 
(October  28th,  1941). 

In  the  pre-war  period,  scabies  in  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  was 
practically  unknown;  but  with  the  influx  of  evacuees  and  others  from 
outside  areas,  the  disease  became  prevalent  in  the  more  populated 
portions  of  the  district,  consequently  your  Council  entered  into  arrange- 
ments with  the  Borough  of  Chepping  Wycombe  for  co-operative  treat- 
ment of  persons  affected. 

I desire  'to  offer  Dr.  W.  B.  Moore,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Borough 
Authority,  my  thanks  for  the  ready  assistance  given. 

The  following  are  Statistics  relating  to  Scabies; 


Period. 

In 

Patients 

Out 

Patients 

Where  treatment 
Given 

Scabies 

Vermin- 
ous and 
other 
condi- 
tions 

Total 

29-11-39 

to 

31-12-43 

177 

_ 

Wycombe 

Borough 

SICK  BAY 

165 

12 

177 

28-  1-41 
to 

31-12-43 

— 

141 

ff  ft 

80 

61 

141 

9-  5-41 

to 

31-12-43 

— 

— 

CLEANSING 

STATION 

— 

— 

306 

” 

— 

— 

)) 

306 

33 

33 

TOTALS  

551 

106 

657 

SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

Notices  served  requiring  persons  to  attend  for  Medical  Treatment  ...  45 
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Annual  Reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 

Districts  1 and  2. 

Covering  Years  1939  to  1943. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

1 7,  High  Street, 

High  Wycombe. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith,  we  beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  Annual  Reports  for  the 

years  1939,  1940,  1941,  1942  and  1943. 

War-time  conditions  and  staff  depletion  has  naturally  affected  the 
work  of  the  Department,  but  with  the  exception  of  House-to-Hou>,e 
Inspections,  all  other  section's  of  work  have,  as  far  as  possible, 
received  attention. 

True  to  war-time  experience,  formal  complaints  have  been  high. 
In  getting  repair  work  done  and  notices  attended  to,  the  acute  shortage 
of  labour  and  materials  has  added  to  the  difficulties,  and  additional  re- 
visits, interviews,  and  correspondence  are  caused  thereby. 

In  addition,  the  members  of  the  Department  assist  in  certain  of 
the  Civil  Defence  Services. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  the  outbreak  of  war  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  Housing  Inspection  in  the  Parishes  of  Great  Marlow  and 
Little  Marlow,  Turville,  Medmenham,  and  Fawley. 

For  the  sake  of  brevity  the  Report  is,  in  the  main,  primarily 
Statistical,  but  much  work  done  cannot  be  tabulated. 

We  are, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 


ROWLAND  H.  HERRING. 
WALTER  A.  E.  TANNER. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORTS. 
1959  to  1943. 
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Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928-1936 
Infectious  Diseases  


NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  THE  VARIOUS  STATUTES  are  SUMMARISED  as  follows: 
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FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

(No.  1 and  No.  2 Districts). 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT.  1933. 

1939.  1940.  1941.  1942.  1943. 

Number  of  Licences  granted  to 
Slaughter  Animals  in  a 

Slaughterhouse  19  9 8 9 9 

In  1939,  the  number  of  Slaughterhouses  on  the  register  was  ...  17 

»>  of  defects  found  and  remedied  I I 

On  the  1 .t  of  October,  1939,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came 
into  operation  and  Section  5 7,  which  deals  with  the  licensing  of 
Slaughterhouses,  provides  that  all  slaughterhouses  shall  be  subject  to 
anrjual  licence  after  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Act,  but  that  all  exist- 
ing licenced  and  registered  slaughterhouses  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
licensed  for  a period  of  four  months  from  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Act,  i.e.,  January  31st,  1940. 

As  a war-time  measure,  private  Slaughterhouses  ceased  to  function 
on  the  31st  January,  1940,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wycombe.  After 
this  date  the  Government  Slaughtering  and  Meat  Control  Scheme  came 
into  operation. 

The  Centre'.-,  for  slaughtering  are  High  Wycombe  and  Aylesbury. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES.  YEARS. 

Food  surrendered  as  unfit 


for  human  consumption. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Meat  and  offal  

lbs. 

5,193 

413 

260 

514 

206 4 

OTHER  FOODS:— 

Bacon  

ft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

68  i 

Beef  (Corned)  

>» 

— 

— 

1451 

— 

1953 

Cheese  

— 

— 

— 

44J 

— 

Eggs  

No. 

— 

— 

40 

18 

— 

Fish  (Wet)  

lbs. 

— 

— 

56 

3 

— 

,,  (Tins)  

> J 

— 

— 

139 

142 

801 

Fruit  (Tins)  

M 

— 

— 

— 

19 

63 

Flour  

»» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

104 

Plain  (Chopped — Tins)  

ft 

— 

— 

— 

12 

121 

,,  (Cooked)  

»» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23  * 

Milk  (Tins)  

»» 

— 

— 

1,180 

311 

1341 

Meat  (Luncheon — Tins)  

ft 

— 

— 

101 

26  i 

271 

Onions  

* » 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

Oatmeal  

Ton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sausage  Meat  (Pork — Tins)  ... 

lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Tomatoes  (Tins)  

1* 

— 

— 

2,047  J 

97  A 

171 

Tongue,  Ox  (Tins)  

»» 

— 

— 

14 

7 

13 

Vegetables  and  Meat  (Tins) 

ft 

— 

— 

— 

147 

— 

Vegetables  (Tins)  

ft 

— 

— 

— 

3 

26 

I 7 


1939 

1940 

YEARS. 

1941 

1942 

1943 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Number  of  premises  inspected  

6 

57 

22 

14 

15 

,,  ,,  Food  Licences  issued... 

— 

52 

— 

— 

— 

(Section  14)  

— 

37 

— 

— 

— 

,,  „ Informal  Notices  

— 

51 

— 

— 

— 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Inspections  made  

44 

38 

35 

20 

22 

Defects  found  and  remedied  

11 

8 

8 

9 

10 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS, 

MILKSHOPS. 

Inspections  made  \ 

181 

174 

165 

120 

112 

Defects  found  

31 

12 

18 

19 

11 

„ remedied  

29 

11 

14 

19 

10 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  made  

158 

128 

71 

38 

49 

Defects  found  

62 

30 

27 

21 

22 

,,  remedied  

62 

30 

27 

21 

22 

Fire  Certificates  issued  

2 

1 

— 

6 

8 

Water  „ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911-1928. 

No  rag  flock  is  manufactured  in  the  district. 

The  bulk  of  the  flock  is  guaranteed  clean,  and  a warranty  is  given 
by  the  manufacturers  to  that  effect. 

Samples  of  rag  flock,  when  necessary,  are  submitted  for  analysis. 
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TOTALS  17,375,650  14,318,050  17,305,450  16,621,650  17,093,000 


No.  1 District  I No.  2 District. 
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